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Blogging in the Classroom 

What are blogs? 
Blogs are hosted websites that allow authors to publish frequent posts or updates in a convenient 
interface in which posts are dated and available as RSS subscriptions. Blogs allow readers to 
comment on posts at the author’s discretion. A number of hosted blog sites, like WordPress.com, 
have sophisticated templates that permit multiple pages, making them useful as full websites that go 
beyond blogging. 

What does it look like in practice? 

The purpose of blogging is publishing your writing, whether as a daily journal or on a specifc topic. 
Although readers may comment on blog posts, blogs are not discussion boards and bloggers may 
or may not respond to reader comments. Bloggers commit to a regular schedule of posting, such as 
daily or weekly, to keep readers interested and to keep material current. Most blogs permit 
embedded images and videos, taking advantage of the visual nature of the Web, and posts 
frequently link to related content. Blog posts are generally brief enough to be read quickly and 
written in a lively style that engages readers in the subject. 

How does blogging ft into my course? 

● A course blog could be written by the instructor as a way to engage students in an ongoing 
presentation of course content or discipline-specifc news. 

● Student blogs on assigned research topics help foster subject knowledge, as well as public 
writing experience. 
● Students, as individuals or in groups, would be asked to create and contribute to a 

special-topic blog that might develop a readership. 
● Students would post opinions as well as links to related material and news, if 

appropriate. 

Further Reading: 

Digital Visual Literacy: Blogging Module: This recorded module advises on blogging techniques and 

strategies.

http://mcli.maricopa.edu/dvl/blogging 

How blogs work: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMP_3UkEMYc 

Sample student blog from a course on Canadian Culture: 

http://canada.blog.uvm.edu/group_4/
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